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PERISCOPE. 


to this new mode of life. It is strange and uncongenial. Under 
these circumstances, the little vigor of constitution which yet 
remains to them begins to fail, and their lives are brought to an 
end, not infrequently, much sooner than they probably would have 
been had not the life of home been exchanged for life in a public 
institution. Now while there is much soundness in these remarks,, 
the fact cannot be denied that senile lunatics are both troublesome 
and dangerous to manage at home, as they are liable to commit 
arson, to be lascivious, querulent, and errabund, and to otherwise 
endanger themselves. 


Inebriety as an Hereditary Influence on Insanity. —Dr- 
H. M. Hard (Report Michigan State Board of Health, 1884) says 
that, from all the facts which have come to his knowledge, he had 
no hesitation in saying that at least ten per cent, of all insane per¬ 
sons at present under treatment in his asylum owe their predis¬ 
position to mental disease to an inebriate heredity. The greater 
proportion of females inheriting this predisposition is due to the 
fact that daughters are much more liable to inherit the mental and 
physical characteristics and defects of their fathers, while sons in¬ 
herit similarly from their mothers ; and for obvious reasons fathers 
are much more liable than mothers to transmit the degenerations 
and diseased tendencies which originate in alcoholic indulgence. 
In females, too, the tendency is to the development of a more 
active form of insanity, and the probabilities of recovery are cor¬ 
respondingly better. In males there is a relatively greater tendency 
to the development of degenerative forms of disease. This is 
probably due to the fact that when mental and physical charac¬ 
teristics are derived by males from the father the mental equi¬ 
librium and physical vigor are not as uniformly maintained as 
when these characteristics are derived from the mother, and hence 
the probability of a degenerative brain change is increased if the 
father is an inebriate. The same is also true of females when a 
neurosis is derived from an inebriate mother, whose characteristics 
they inherit. The female children suffer in relative frequency 
from the following psychoses : Mania, dementia, melancholia,, 
epileptic seizures, and idiocy. Males suffer from dementia most 
frequently, next from mania, then from epilepsy, melancholia, and 
idiocy. If both father and mother are intemperate, there is an 
increased tendency to epilepsy or imbecility. If inebriety be 
present in one parent and insanity in another, an incurable form of 
insanity is very apt to be developed in the children. In the 
majority of cases mental disease develops itself at the period of 
life when the greatest strain comes upon the endurance of the 
individual—that is, between the ages of twenty and forty-five 
years. Between these years women suffer from the perils and 
accidents of child-bearing. They have the cares and responsibili¬ 
ties of families, and undergo the fatigue and exhaustion consequent 
upon the care of children and the nursing of the sick. Men 
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-during this period labor the most constantly, and endure the 
greatest hardships. They encounter greater business perplexities, 
and assume larger responsibilities. The grosser passions are also 
more active, and the danger of exhaustion from this cause is 
largely increased. When the nervous energy and physical vigor of 
the individual are exhausted, the nutrition of the brain-cells is 
interfered with and irritative changes occur within them. These 
-changes produce attacks of mania—a form of insanity characterized 
by excitement ; or melancholia—a form of insanity marked by 
depression, painful delusions, and morbid fears. If the original 
nerve constitution be unstable, as in the offspring of drunkards, 
there is a lack of recuperative power after the attack of excitement 
•or depression is over, and the termination of the disease is in per¬ 
manent weakening of the mind. 


Delusions of Paretic Dements. —Kiernan ( Alienist and 
Neurologist , April, 1884) says it is obvious that these delusions 
show not creative power but mental weakness, and by them the 
fact, that the mental condition is that of dementia, is demonstrable, 
Paretic delusions, as shown by the experience of representative 
alienists, are characterized by : 1. Lack of systematization. 2. 

Absence of logic. 3. Inherent contradictions. 4. Feeble creative 
power. These elemental peculiarities afford a basis for com- 
'parison with delusions of other psychoses. 


Cardiac Sphygmography among the Insane. —Dr. Salemi- 
Pace having shown that right cardiac atrophy is more frequently 
associated among the insane with left cardiac hypertrophy, Dr. 
Ribaudo has attempted, in thirty-eight cases of insanity (Atti del 
•Quarto Congresso de la Societa Freniatrica Ital.), to diagnosticate 
this double lesion during life by means of the dulness of hyper¬ 
trophy and the irregularity of the cardiac sphygmograms. These 
alterations are, in Ribaudo’s opinion, not inflammatory in character, 
but nutritive, due to material changes in the trophic centres. 


Circular Insanity. —Dr. Martineuq ( Annales Medico-Psy- 
■ chologiques, Serie vii., Tome i., 1885) concludes that in hereditary 
•cases folie & double forme sets in in an abrupt manner, and often has 
from the onset the true type of circular insanity. Second, in non- 
hereditary cases, before presenting its true characteristics it pre¬ 
sents the character of isolated attacks of simple insanity. 


Epileptic Equivalent. —Dr. L. D. Mignault ( Canada Medical 
Record, June, 1885) reports the following case of epileptic 
psychical phenomena taking the place of the convulsion. The 
■seizures occurred as follows : Without warning the patient would 
•suddenly lose consciousness, and, being possessed of a fixed idea, 




